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MEMORIAL NOTICE OF JOSEPH J. MICKLEY. 

Bead by "William H. Ruddiman before the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
March 11, 187S. 

Mr. Mickley was born Marcli 24, 1799, in Whitehall Town, 
ship, and in what was then known as IsTorthampton County. 
His ancestors, according to tradition, were French Hugue- 
nots, and their name Michelet. What is known, upon more 
specific evidence, is that the great-grandfather — John Jacob 
Mickley — of the subject of our notice, was born in Europe, 
and came from Amsterdam to Philadelphia, in 1733 ; arriving 
there August 23d. 

The name (of the first settler) — John Jacob Mickley — is 
memorable in the history of our Indian troubles ; two of his 
children having been massacred by the savages in 1763. Some 
account of this murder, and of others like it by the Indians, 
was made the subject of a narrative for a family meeting, in 
1863, a century after the event, by our deceased friend, which 
was printed in 1875. 

The subject of our notice, Joseph J. Mickley, received in 
boyhood such fair elementary education as was usually given 
to the youth, in the early part of this century in the region 
where he lived. He subsequently was at school for a short 
time in this city; and, showing a great fondness for music, 
united with a mechanical ingenuity above the common, he 
was taught the business of making piano-fortes. He estab- 
lished himself in our city in this branch of business on the 
25th of August, 1822, and by his science in music, skill in 
mechanism, and excellent qualities as a man of business, was 
pecuniarily successful in his art. 

Having acquired, in comparatively early years, a compe- 
tence, he retired from the matter of music as a means of live^ 
lihood ; but his love of music as a science, and as a source of 
enjoyment, remained with him a dominant aflection of his 
life. 
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But his tastes and his attainments were manifold. He was 
one of the best numismatologists of our country ; and an ac- 
complished bibliopolist. His collections of coins and medals 
at one time of his life were verj large. For some years he 
was President of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society 
in this city, and a member of many similar societies in this 
country and in Europe. 

A few years before his death — ^being then past his seventieth 
year — ^lie went to Europe, and spent a considerable time in 
travelling over its principal countries. In Sweden, the nation 
whose people first settled on our shores, he particularly en- 
joyed himself. He began with the ardor of youth the study 
of its language and the examination of its libraries, to see 
what they contained, as yet unpublished, which could minis- 
ter to the history of our Province. Considering his much 
advanced years, and, indeed, irrespective of considerations as 
to his time of life, the attainments made by him in the Swe- 
dish language, and in knowledge of its unpublished manu- 
scripts, were remarkable. Having watched with great inte- 
rest, and, to a certain extent, having assisted in the excellent 
translation by Dr. Reynolds of the History of Swedish Co- 
lonial Settlements on the Delaware, by Acrelius, he procured, 
at his own expense, from the Royal Library at Stockholm, a 
copy of the "E"arrative of Lindstrom," giving much infor- 
mation on the same subject, and had already made for our 
Society a translation of two-thirds of it. He had caused 
other valuable manuscripts to be copied ; some of which ar- 
rived in Philadelphia just before his death, which occurred 
on the evening of Friday, February 15, 1878. It adds poig- 
nancy to our grief for the sad event, that his labors should 
have been arrested by the hand of death, when so near to 
that completion of them which would have secured a know- 
ledge of them by the public ; a knowledge which would have 
been surely followed by a high estimate. 



